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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on January 14, 2003. Claims 1-20 
represent Method and apparatus forjudging coincidence of addresses, and service provision 
method and service provision apparatus. 



Claim Rejections -35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 



3. Claims 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The claims may be directed towards software only, which is 
functional descriptive material, which per se is not statutory. 

As per claims 11-15, claims 1 1-15 are directed towards a program forjudging 
coincidence of address that may be directed towards software only, which is functional 
descriptive material, which per se is nonstatutory. Furthermore, the claims are directed to 
software that is not implemented on a computer-readable medium and thus non-statutory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-20, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Satoh et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,065,064, hereinafter Satoh). 

As per claim 1, Satoh teaches a method of judging coincidence of addresses comprising: 
a first acquisition step of acquiring a host address of an apparatus connected to a first network 
(col. 3, lines 5-10, col. 3, lines 34-41, where the acquisition steps are indicated by the 
extracting of addresses); a second acquisition step of acquiring a network address of a second 
network (col. 3, lines 53-57 and lines 5-10); a third acquisition step of acquiring a host address 
and a network address of an apparatus connected to the second network (col. 3, lines 5-10 and; 
and a judgment step of judging whether or not the host address acquired in said first acquisition 
step and the network address acquired in said second acquisition step coincide with the host 
address and the network address acquired in said third acquisition step (col. 6, lines 25-61, 
where "effective" flag indicates judging said address coincidence), wherein, in said second 
acquisition step, the network address of said second network is acquired based upon information 
on a user of the second network(col. 8, lines 38-50) (See also Figures 8, 9, 5, 1, 3-4, and 12). 
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As per claim 2, Satoh teaches a method wherein, in said first acquisition step, a host 
address of an apparatus connected to a first network in an apparatus factory is acquired (col. 3, 
lines 5-10, col. 3, lines 34-41). 

As per claim 3, Satoh teaches a method wherein said judgment step has a provision step 
of providing a service to the apparatus connected to the second network in the case in which a 
judgment result shows coincidence of the host addresses and the network addresses (col. 7, lines 
21-27 and col. 17, lines 20-26). 

As per claims 4 and 5, Satoh teaches a method wherein, in said second acquisition step, 
a part of the network address of the second network is acquired from an Internet service provider 
for connecting the second network to the Internet and wherein, in said second acquisition step, a 
part of the network address of the second network is acquired from a DNS server (col. 3, lines 5- 
10). 

As per claims 6-10, claims 6-10 lists all the same limitations as claims 1-5 but in 
apparatus rather than method form. Therefore, the rejection of claims 1-5 applies equally as well 
in claims 6-10. 

As per claims 11-15, claims 11-15 lists all the same limitations as claims 1-5 but in 
program form rather than method form. Therefore, the rejection of claims 1-5 applies equally as 
well in claims 11-15. 

As per claims 16-20, claims 16-20 lists substantially the same limitations as claims 1-5 
and thus are rejected using similar rationale. 



Application/Control Number: 10/677,968 
Art Unit: 2144 



Page 5 



CONCLUSION 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joiya Cloud whose telephone number is 571-270-1 146. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday to Friday from on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3922. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JMC 

William J. Vaughn 

Supervisory Patent Examiner August 5, 2007 




